
THE PENTAGON PAPERS: A TIMELINE

March 1971 June 30, 1971

The New York Times 
receives a copy of the 
Pentagon Papers

The Supreme Court allows 
the news companies to 
publish the papers on First 
Amendment grounds in a 
6-3 vote

The New York Times 
publishes the first 
story about the papers

The US Justice Department 
enjoins The New York Times and 
bars them from publishing any 
more classified material

June 13, 1971 June 16, 1971
June 14, 1971

The US Justice 
Department demands 
that The New 
York Times stops 
publication any more 
classified material and 
all copies are returned

The Washington Post 
begins to publish the 
Pentagon Papers

The Boston Globe, The 
Chicago Sun, The Los 
Angeles Times and The 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
all begin to publish the 
Pentagon Papers

June 18, 1971 June 22, 1971 - June 24, 1971 June 26, 1971

The Supreme Court 
hears the case in New 
York Times Company v. 
United States

April 1971 May 1971
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